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eVolo is an architecture and design journal (based in New York City) published twice-yearly focused

on technology advances, sustainability, and innovative design for the 21st century. Our objective is

to promote and discuss the most innovative ideas generated around the world. It is a medium to

explore the reality and future of architecture and design with up-to-date news, events, and projects.

eVolo is a work in progress with a clear mission, but no other rules. We have in mind a desire to

examine the relationship between architecture and the natural world, architecture and the

community, architecture and urban living; but this is an open investigation, welcoming all questions

with a willingness to entertain any and all possible answers. Housing for the twenty-first century is

what we have chosen, and have made it a collaboration between thinkers from diverse fields

attempting to understand our current habitation necessities; an exploration of where we are and

where are we heading. We start off with the analysis of the economic, social, and architectural

causes and consequences of the largest and fastest migration event of human history; the exodus

from rural to urban China. Opinion is a collection of essays on the broad topic of housing, reaching

broadly, from discussions about the use of new technologies, ecology, and global warming, to the

transformation of a house into another member of a family. This section also includes a reflection on

the legacy of Frank Lloyd Wright and his architectural sensibility to make house and context one

single entity. In this section you will also find critiques on some of the most forward-looking housing

projects designed by world-class firms such as Steven Holl Architects, Asymptote Architecture,

Herzog & de Meuron, Bjarke Ingels Group, and Office for Metropolitan Architecture. Central to this

issue are the winning projects of the 2007 Housing Competition organized by eVolo, which consists

of twenty proposals that, through the use of new materials, technology, novel spatial organizations,

and combinations of programs, present a glimpse of the possible world to come. You will find

examples of underground housing, the regeneration of existing neighborhoods, the exploration of

new aesthetics from mathematical algorithms, and the studies of biogenetic materials used for

environmentally responsive claddings. The final section spotlights a young firm of designers known

as Nervous System, who are producing an ingenious jewelry line based on patterns of organization

in the natural world. Some of their pieces mimic the growth of coral and other branching structures,

while other collections are created with the simulation of particle aggregation and diffusion systems.
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This book is thoughtfully edited by Carlo Aiello and the lengths he has gone to publicize the work

produced in the course of the competitions (eVolo architectural competitions) is commendable. This

premier issue of eVolo centers itself around selected projects from the 2007 Housing Competition

and then complements those projects with a strong selection of notable commissions by architects

such as Herzog & De Meuron, Steven Holl, OMA, BIG and Asymptote. The juxtaposition of 'real'

and 'conceptual' makes for interesting food for thought especially when you consider the mission of

the journal, which is to highlight the most innovative and inventive ideas that will shape the cities of

the 21st Century. With over 30 projects and articles, it is substantial and of high-quality and you'll

surely find yourself returning to it many times. eVolo plans to release two issues a year currently

and given the execution of this first issue, I am definitely looking forward to the sequel. --Death by

Architecture

Carlo Aiello graduated from the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation

(GSAPP) at Columbia University in New York City. After collaborating with Asymptote Architecture

and Skidmore, Owings and Merrill he established eVolo Magazine in 2006 for which he is

Editor-in-Chief and Creative Director. Carlo is also professor of Architectural Design at the

University of Southern California since 2010.
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